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Open and Transparent Environment
Inspires Confidence 

It’s been another interesting week in the Secretary of State’s office as our staff began
processing referenda petitions to stop implementation of SB1431, a law passed by the
legislature to expand school vouchers. 
  
The Secretary of State’s Office is the the filing office for these kinds of petitions. When they
come in, it’s our job to review them for completeness and eliminate signature lines for various
deficiencies as required by state law. For example, the law requires us to disregard signature
lines for missing names, signatures, dates or address information.   
  
After we complete our work, Arizona’s counties continue the process by verifying a random
5% sample of the signatures to ensure they came from registered voters.  
  
To open up the process to public scrutiny, we granted unprecedented access to a process that
historically was hidden from view. For the first time we invited observers and media to watch
the process from beginning to end.  
  
The observers were not allowed to speak or intervene with our workers and both sides were
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limited to one observer at a bank of computers. 
  
Of course making needed change invites criticism from the usual suspects. But the truth is
allowing both sides to witness the process in an open and transparent environment inspires
confidence and reduces confusion in bureaucratic procedures.  
  
In all likelihood, the entire process will be completed by early September at which point I’m
sure the lawyers from either side will file a lawsuit challenging the outcome. Ironically it could
be that we introduced too transparent a process. Ahhh, don’t you love politics… 

Social Media Highlights 

World Book Student Offers Research
Skills to Middle and High School

Students 
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It's back to school for students and research papers are as expected as bad cafeteria food. 

When those research papers inevitably get assigned, the State Library has the resources to

help, starting with World Book’s Research Skills for Students.  

Learn More →

Arizona Memory Project Expands with
Northern Arizona Digital Collections 

The Arizona Memory Project provides access to the wealth of primary sources in Arizona

archives, museums, libraries, and other cultural institutions.  Secretary of State Michele

Reagan was pleased to announce the addition of three new collections of digital documents

to the Arizona Memory Project. 

https://www.azsos.gov/about-office/media-center/press-releases/1295
https://www.azsos.gov/about-office/media-center/press-releases/1295
https://www.azsos.gov/about-office/media-center/press-releases/1294


Learn More →

This email was sent to you because you subscribed to receive updates from the Secretary of State. If you do not

wish to receive these updates, kindly unsubscribe. 

 

Sent from the Office of The Secretary of State  

1700 W. Washington St. Fl 7  

Phoenix AZ 85007  

(602) 542-4285

https://www.azsos.gov/about-office/media-center/press-releases/1294
https://www.facebook.com/AZSecretaryofState
https://www.twitter.com/SecretaryReagan
http://mail.sendleft.com/ga/unsubscribe/2-0-17-539-0-004302ed8eafa9a-eb7e12ff7b

